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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 
. 


LORD BISHOP or LONDON. 


My LORD, 


HE overflowings of a grateful Heart will 
not ſuffer me to ſend this Sermon into the 
World, without prefixing to it my due acknow- 
ledgements to my beſt Friend, and only Patron. 
The intimate and uninterrupted Friendſhip which 
has ſubſiſted betwixt us for more than forty years, I 
ſhall always eſteem as the greateſt honour and hap- 
pineſs of my Life. On your part, indeed, it has 
been entirely diſintereſted, the pure effect of your 
benevolence ; but on mine, it is an affection com- 
pounded of love to my Friend, and gratitude to my 
Benefactor. 


a | | The 
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The affectionate regard, which, I am perſuaded, 
we both of us have to the Place of our Education, 
where we were joint-partakers of the Bounty of our 
Foundreſs, will always make us reflect with pleaſure 
on the part which we ſeverally bore ip compleating a 
Work ſo much wanted, and ſo happily executed. 


That you may long enjoy that high Station which 
you fill with ſo much Dignity and Applauſe, is the 
hearty Prayer of 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Obliged 


And Affectionate 


Humble Servant 


PETER STEPHEN GODDARD. 


MAT T H. xx. 13. 


AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, IT IS WRITTEN, MY 
- HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED THE HOUSE OF PRAYER. 


HIS was the rebuke which our Lord gave to thoſe 
profane men, who had made his Father's Houſe, a 
Houſe of Merchandiſe, and a Den of Thieves; and it is ob- 
ſerved that this 1s the only inſtance of his exerting any 
coercive power over offenders during his abode upon earth. 
Upon which occaſion we find his diſciples (in the parallel 
place of St. John ii. 17.) applying to him thoſe words of 
the royal pſalmiſt, The Zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up,* 
intimating thereby the affectionate concern he had for God's 
honour, and the greatneſs of his indignation at ſeeing that 
Place, which had been ſolemnly dedicated to his worſhip, 
ſo defiled and deſecrated by the ſordid practices of covet- 
ouſneſs, fraud and extortion. | 
Indeed their own reaſon might have informed theſe men 
of the indecency and impropriety of making ſuch a uſe of 
a place of public worſhip, there being ſo great a regard due 


A to 
Pf. Kix. 9. | 
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to every thing which bears ſo near a relation to the moſt 
High; but our Lord chuſes to convince them of their 
wickedneſs by a much ſtronger argument, telling them, 
that this their profanation was a direct contradiction to 
the expreſs declaration of God himſelf; I 7s written, you 
will find it in thoſe Scriptures which you receive as the 
word of God, my Houſe ſhall be called (or is) the Houſe of 
Prayer. | 2 

It is true that this Part of the Temple, which was the 
Scene of the tranſaction here related, was not conſidered as 
having an equal ſanctity with the reſt, being only an outer 
court, ſet apart for the religious uſe of thoſe pious Gentiles, 
who acknowledged and worſhipped the God of Iſrael, but 
did not ſubmit themſelves to circumciſion and the other rites 
of the Moſaic Law: but then as this Place was, by God's 
own appointment, appropriated to himſelf and his ſervice, 
our bleſſed Saviour, out of his zeal for his Father's honour, 
was pleaſed to expreſs in this manner his reſentment 
againſt thoſe who were guilty of ſuch a vile profanation. 

We may juſt obſerve by the way, that if, in our Lord's 
eſtimation, ſuch a ſacred regard was due even to this Court 
of the Gentiles, the ſame, at leaſt, muſt be alſo due to the 
Oratories of Chriſtians, who are no longer frangers and fo- 
reigners, but Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the honſe- 
hold of God. 

There were, it muſt be confeſſed, particular reaſons why 
the Temple at Jeruſalem was ſo emphatically called the 
Houſe of God, the whole of it being planned and finiſhed 
according to his expreſs directions, and diſtinguiſhed by 
many viſible Symbols of his more immediate Reſidence; 


yet, 


3 
yet, as the public worſhip of God is equally a duty of all 
ages and countries, and the propriety of ſetting apart par- 
ticular places for that purpoſe 1s, and ever will be the ſame; 
above all, as our bleſſed Saviour has promiſed, that where 
two, or three only, are. gathered together in his name, He will 
be in the midſt of them,* all ſuch Edifices, every Houſe of 
Prayer muſt be conſidered as God's Houſe, as appropriated 
to his uſe, and the ſeat of his more immediate preſence, 
from whence he diſpenſes in a fuller manner his mercies 
and favours, and therefore intitled to the higheſt expreſ- 
ſions of our reſpect and reverence, 
From hence it appears how reaſonable and fitting it is to 
dedicate to the Almighty, and his Service, all new-erected | 
Buildings of this kind, by ſome ſuch ſignificant and ſolemn | 
Ceremonies, as are uſed upon this occaſion. For we hereby 
call upon God and Man to bear witneſs to the ſincerity of 
our intention. We give up both for ourſelves and ſucceſſors 
all power and right to uſe this Place for any other purpoſe. 
It 1s declared to be no longer ours, but God's Houſe, for ever 
deſtined to the celebrating his honour and glory in the ſe- 
veral Offices of Prayer and Supplication, Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving. 
We have + an account of the W Form uſed by 
Solomon at the Dedication of his Temple, when having 
aſſembled the Elders of Iſrael, and all the Heads of the Tribes, 
| and the chief of the Fathers, ſacrificing ſheeþ and oxen, that could 
5 not be told, nor numbered for multitude, He kneeled upon bis 
; knees, and ſpread out his hands towards Heaven, We learn 
alſo from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that from the firſt eſta- 


bliſh- 
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* Matt. xviii. 20. + 1 Kings viii, 
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(SI 
bliſhment of our religion, as ſoon as Chriſtians were al- 
lowed to meet in public for the performance of their de- 
votion, - the Edifices they had erected for that purpoſe 
were ſolemnly ſet apart and conſecrated by ſome of the 
higheſt and moſt venerable Order in the Church. It ap- 
pears likewiſe that the anniverſary Feaſts obſerved in ſeve- 


ral of our towns and villages were inſtituted to comme- 


morate the dedication of their reſpective Churches. To 
proceed. 

It is alſo evident that no place allotted to the public wor- 
ſhip of God, ſhould ever be uſed for any other purpoſe, 
but always carefully preſerved from every fort of filth and 
impurity. For to uſe them for any other purpoſe is, as it 
were, a robbing of God, taking from him what we have 
made over to him by an abſolute deed of gift, and falls un- 
der the denomination and guilt of Sacrilege. A Sin 
which in Scripture 1s marked with the blackeſt characters, 
and diſtinguiſhed by the moſt dreadful inſtances of Divine 


Vengeance. As to the duty of keeping the Houſe of God 


free from all defilement, that is no more than a proper ex- 
preſſion of the ſenſe we have of his infinite purity, and our 
awful regard for that Place, where we ſuppoſe him more 
immediately to dwell, and to diſplay his goodneſs. Thus 
we find God himſelf commanding the Iſraelites to remove 
all uncleanneſs from their camp, on account of his parti- 
cular preſence there: For the Lord thy God walketh in the 


midſt of thy Camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies 


before thee ; therefore ſhall thy camp be holy, that He ſee no un- 
clean thing in thee, and turn away from thee* Nothing can 


be 


* Deut. xxiii. 14. 
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be a ſtronger proof of the extreme diſregard we have for 
any thing, than the vile uſes we put it to. Thus Jehu, in 
order to expreſs the utter contempt he had for Baal, made 
of his houſe a draught-houſe. * But the ſame contempt 
which he ſo juſtly ſhewed for the temple of a ſenſeleſs Idol, 

ſome Fanatics of the laſt Century were not aſhamed to de- 
clare for the Temples of the living God, by turning them 
into ſhops and ſtables, and I know not what; ſo that whilſt 
they pretended 20 abhor Idols, they made no ſcruple to com- 
mit Sacrilege, and every kind of Profanation. 

Under this head may be ranked a Practice which 1s to be | | 
met with in ſome Roman Catholic Countries, that, what- | 
ever be the crime which has been committed, if the offender | 
can but eſcape to a Church, he 1s ſuffered to continue there, 
and neither any private force, nor public juſtice, are per- 
mitted to take him out of it. A Practice which, though 
pretended to be founded in the reſpect due to the ſanctity 
of the place, 1s really the moſt horrid Profanation, and the 
greateſt inſult upon the honour of the Almighty. For it 
is literally turning his Houſe into a den of thieves, nay, even 
of murderers and aſſaſſins, and making Him the Patron = 
and Protector of the worſt of ſinners. It is alſo taking | 
away from the Civil Magiſtrate the Commiſſion he has re- 
ceived from God, of not bearing the ſword in vain, but of 

being his miniſter, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doth evil. | 

Farther. For the ſame reaſon that it is neceſſary Churches 
ſhould neither be defiled, nor profaned, it is alſo requiſite, 
where the funds and means provided for their erection are 


ſuf- 


* 2 Kings x. 27. 
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ſufficient that both the ſtructure and ornaments ſhould be, 
to a certain degree, elegant and beautiful, and the whole 
compoſed and adjuſted with ſuch a chaſte- magnificence, as 
is at an equal diſtance from the two extremes of a vain pro- 
fuſion, and a ſordid meanneſs; ſince the former tends to 
diſtract the attention, and to inſpire men with nothing but 
an external piety, the latter to damp, if not not extinguiſh 
all devotion. Both of them injurious to the honour of 
God, the one, as it ſuppoſes him to be pleaſed with the 
ſame trifles that we are; the other, as it is an open decla- 
ration, that no regard is due to his Majeſty; that any thing, 
however mean and vulgar, is good enough for his dwelling; 
and, directly contrary to the opinion and practice of holy 
David,“ that there is no impropriety in Mering unto the 
Lord our God of what doth coſt us nothing. If ye offer, ſaith 
the Lord by his prophet Malachi,F the blind, the lame, and 
the fick for ſacrifice, is it not evil? Offer it now to your Go- 
vernor. Will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept thy perſon, ſaith 
the Lord of boſis? As God is the firſt and greateſt of Beings, 
ſo what is dedicated to him and his ſervice, as all ſuch 
ſtructures as theſe are by the Act of Conſeeration, ought 
to be the moſt excellent in its kind. Thus Solomon, ſpeak- 
ing of his intended building, The Houſe which I build is 
great: For great is our Lord above all gods. . And David 
likewiſe ſpeaking of the ſame, ſays, The Work is great: For 
the Palace is not for Man, but for the Lord God. And 
therefore as we cannot approve of the mean and ſordid 
appearance of ſome places of public worſhip, ſo we muſt 
condemn the gaudy grandeur, and the idle waſte of expence 

| and 
* 1 Sam. xxiv. 24. + Mal. i. 8. Þ 2 Chron. ii. 5. & 1 Chron. xxix. 1. 
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and ornaments which are to be found in others. Not to 
mention their abſurd Paintings and Images, and their groſs 
repreſentations of the Divine Nature, its affections and 
operations, which not only tend, but are actually abuſed to 
the purpoſes of Superſtition and Idolatry. 

As to the preciſe degree, within the bounds of ſobriety 
and diſcretion, to which the expence of the ſtructure in 
general, and the particular ornaments muſt be limited, that 
muſt be determined by accidental circumſtances, ſuch as 
the abilities of thoſe who erect ſuch edifices, the places 
where they are to be ſet up, and the congregations which 


are to aſſemble in them. 
We truſt that in the ſacred Edifice, in which we are now 


aſſembled, the ſtricteſt regard has been paid to every point 
of Propriety and Decorum, both in the Fabric, and in the 
Embelliſhments : that here 1s nothing to offend the faſtidi- 
ous, and every thing to pleaſe the judicious Critic : an 
unaffected elegance, a graceful beauty, and a modeſt gran- 
deur. It has long been matter of offence to ſtrangers, and 
of real concern to us and our friends, that the admired 
elegance of the other parts of the College, ſhould be ſo ſtrik- 
ingly contraſted by the vulgar ſtyle, and ruinous appearance 
of the Chapel; ſo that the reproach which David makes 
to himſelf before the building of the firſt Temple, as well 
as that which the prophet Haggai makes to the people of 
Iſrael, after the deſtruction of that Temple, may, in a 
qualified ſenſe, be applied to the Members of this Society: 
See now, ye dwell in à houſe of Cedar, but the Ark of God 

dwelleth within Curtains.* And, Is it time for you, O ye to 
| droell 


* 2 Sam. vil. 2. 


* 
dwell in your cieled houſes, and this Houſe heth waſte? Such 
reproaches as theſe it has not been in our power to remove, 
until by the Contribution of many benevolent Perſons, 
but principally by the munificent Legacy of our late worthy 


Maſter, + which has greatly exceeded the amount of all the 
other Benefactions, we have been enabled to erect and finiſh 


this Houſe of God. And we hope we have done this in 


ſuch a manner, as to anſwer the intentions of our kind 
Benefactors, and do honour to their Memories; and that 
what was formerly paſſed by as unworthy of any attention, 
will now be the principal object of admiration and applauſe; 
will be the boaſt and glory of this College, and a very 
conſiderable acceſſion to the other beauties and ornaments 
of the Univerſity. To return from this digreſſion. 

The next thing I ſhall mention as neceſſarily following 
from the nature and deſign of theſe ſacred Places, is the 
duty. of frequenting them, and of paying there that wor- 
ſhip to the Almighty, which 1s due to him from us his un- 
worthy Creatures. As to the duty of frequenting them, 
that muſt be evident to all who have any regard, either to 
the dictates of reaſon, or to the will of their Maker; and 
who muſt ſee, that without this it is impoſſible to preſerve 
any ſenſe of God and Religion in the world. It muſt be 
particularly ſo to thoſe, who have not only engaged in the 
moſt ſolemn manner to practiſe this duty themſelves, but 
incite others alſo to the ſame, both by their inſtructions 
and example, and whoſe office would ſoon be at an end, if 
the public worſhip of God was univerſally neglected. 


* Haggoai i. 4. + Dr. John Wilcox, who bequeathed to the 
College above 300014. for this purpoſe, 
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As to the kind of worſhip due unto God in this place, 
That will beſt be ſeen by conſidering only the nature of 
God and Man. God is a Spirit; a pure, uncompounded 
and immaterial Being. Man is a compound Creature, 
conſiſting of two very different natures, ſo intimately united 
and blended together, that all our inward feelings naturally 
expreſs themſelves by ſome external ſigns; and particular 
motions and geſtures of the body naturally excite, as well 
as accompany particular thoughts and affections of the 
mind. He therefore that would perform unto the Almighty 
an acceptable worſhip, the worſhip of the whole Man, 
muſt firſt poſſeſs his foul with an awful ſenſe of the divine 
Majeſty, and a ſincere deſire of pleaſing him; and then en- 
deavour to expreſs this ſenſe, and this defire, not only by 
uſing the moſt proper and ſignificant form of words, but 
alſo by ſuch external ſigns and geſtures, as are moſt ſuitable 
and becoming. The former 1s ready provided to our hands 
by our Church in her moſt excellent Liturgy ; the latter ſhe 
has no farther given us any directions about than is neceſſary 
to preſerve an uniformity in the outward behaviour of her 
members, during the time of their joint-worſhip : but as 
to the more particular geſtures which individuals are to uſe 
apart by themſelves upon their entering, or going out of 
the Houſe of God, their approach to, or receding from 
the Lord's Table, or during the different parts of the ſer- 
vice, ſhe is entirely ſilent, leaving the choice of theſe to 
every man's own diſcretion. Every man therefore is at li- 
berty to make uſe of ſuch as he judges to be moſt proper 
and effectual towards producing a true inward piety and 
devotion ; provided he does not allow in himſelf any exceſs, 

_ or 


( 10 ) 
or ſingularity which may call off the eyes, or ears of others 
to obſerve him, and tempt them to ſuſpect either his judg- 
ment or ſincerity, either the ſoundneſs of his head, or the 
goodneſs of his heart. In a word, our whole behaviour in 
this place muſt be modeſt, humble and ſerious ; expreſſive 
of the due ſenſe we have of our own wants and unworthi- 
neſs, and of the Majeſty of that God 'before whom we ſtand. 

And here I cannot help taking notice of a queſtion which 
has formerly been debated, concerning the particular frame 
of mind with which men ſhould perform their devotions. 
Some maintaining that they ſhould be offered with a calm 
and undiſturbed ſpirit, others, with an affectionate ferven- 
cy; and, which 1s very uſual in ſuch caſes, both parties 
miſrepreſent one another. The one 1s charged as pleading 
for a cold and lifeleſs devotion, the other as an advocate for 
Enthuſiaſm. But there 1s reaſon to think, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the reſpectable names which were concerned in it, 
this is now looked upon as a very idle controverſy; and 
that they might as well have diſputed about the particular 
key and tone in which we are to repeat our prayers: for 
the particular frame of mind, and the preciſe degree of fer- 
vency requiſite to the due performance of our devotions, 
muſt vary according to the different complexions of thoſe 
who offer them. Some men have naturally more warmth 
in them than others; their affections are ſooner moved, and 
riſe higher; and there is more life and heat both in their 
thoughts and expreſſions. He therefore who made and 
faſhioned us, can only require from every man that ſort and 
that degree of affection, Which is ſuitable to his inward 
frame and conſtitution, The calm, and the fervent ſup- 

pli- 


( xx ) 
plicant may be equally acceptable to him, provided they 
are equally ſincere, and deſirous to ſerve him in the beſt 
manner they are able, with all their heart, with all their ſoul, 
and with all their ftrength, 

From the nature and deſtination of theſe religious Edi- 
fices may be inferred, Laſtly, the excellency of thoſe cha- 
rities which are beſtowed upon the erection, or reparation 
of them. For if the public worſhip of God cannot be 
preſerved in the world, without ſuch appropriations, it muſt 
certainly be highly commendable, and an acceptable ſervice 
to God and Man, to dedicate ſome ſhare of the many good 
things he has given us, to a uſe which tends ſo much to 
his honour, and the benefit of our fellow-creatures. In 
the Goſpel “ we find the Jews recommending the good Ceu- 
turion to our Lord's favour, and accordingly obtaining it, 
upon this conſideration, that he had built them a Synagogue. 
As to the objection which has ſometimes been made to the 
expence of ſuch Edifices, that 1t had much better have been 
employed in relieving the wants of our poor brethren, it is 
hardly worth conſidering, being the ſame which the traitor 
Judas made to the precious ointment with which Chriſt was 
anointed, and admitting of the ſame anſwer, The poor you 
have always with you: + ſo that you can never want oppor- 
tunities of exerciſing your charity towards them; but ſuch 
calls as theſe for a teſtimony of your love of God, and of 
your zeal for his honour, you have not always. 

May then the memory of our worthy Benefactors be 
ever bleſſed, who loved our College, and built us this 
Chriſtian Synagogue. A building, we truſt, not unworthy 

| to 


* Luke vii. 5. + Matt. xxvi. 11, 
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to be called the Temple of the Lord, and an Habitation for the 


mighty God of Jacob. — And may his good Providence long 
protect it from all fatal accidents.— May no care of man 


ever be wanting to preſerve it from the injuries of time.— 
May it never be profaned by any unhallowed uſe, nor de- 
filed by any negle&t. — May it not only be called, but be 
indeed the Houſe of Prayer. — May all thoſe whoſe bound- 


en duty obliges them to attend the worſhip of God in it, 


ever behave themſelves both with an outward decency, and 
an inward devotion. — May they offer unto God, not only 
the fruit of their lips, but the ſacrifice of their hearts. In one 
word — May this Society for ever be diſtinguiſhed, not ſo 
much for the beauty and elegance of its buildings, as for 
its good Order and Diſcipline, and for the Learning, Re- 
gularity, and true Piety of all its Members. So may we 
hope that the Lord our God will be with us, as he was 
with our Predeceſſors, will for ever bleſs and proſper us. 


THE 
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THE 
FORM oz: CONSECRATING 
CLARE HALL CHAPEL, 


USED BY THE RIGHT REVEREND 


TT Aa a 
LORD BISHOP or LONDON, 


EN 1769. 


Petition from the Maſter and Fellows, under their common 
Seal, having ſometime before been preſented to the lord Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, for the Conſecration of their new Chapel, July the 
5th, 1769, about eleven o clock in the morning, the lerd Bi 

of London was received at the Meſi-Door of the Chapel, by the 
Maſter and Fellows, in thetr Surplices and Hoods, when a Com- 
miſſion was preſented to his Lordſhip by the Maſter, from the lord 
Biſhop of Ely, empowering him to conſecrate the ſaid Chapel, 
and which was read by the Regiſter. 
Then the Biſhop and his Chaplains, the Deputy Chancellor of 
the Dioceſe, followed by the Maſter and Fellows, proceeded up to 
the Communion-Table, repeating the xx1vth Pſalm alternately, 
as they went up, the Biſhop one Verſe, and they another. 


FSALM XXIV. - 
I HE earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is: the 
compaſs of the world, and they that dwell therein. 
2 For 


64) 

2 For he hath founded it upon the ſeas: and prepared it 
upon the floods. 

3 Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of the Lord : or who 
ſhall riſe up in his holy place ? 

4 Even he that hath clean hands and a pure + hor : and 
that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity, nor ſworn to 
deceive his neighbour. 

5 He ſhall receive the bleſſing from the Lord : and righ- 
teouſneſs from the God of his ſalvation. 

6 This is the generation of them that ſeek him: even 
of them that ſeek thy face, O Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlaſting doors : and the King of glory ſhall come in. 

8 Who is the King of glory : it is the Lord, ſtrong and 
mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlaſting doors : and the King of glory ſhall come in. 

10 Who is the King of glory: even the Lord of hoſts, 
he is the King of glory. 


The Biſhop and his Chaplains went within the Rails, the Bi- 


ſhop to the Northſide of the Table, and the Chaplains to the 


South-fide. A Chair was ſet for the Biſhop, and another for 
the Chancellor without the Rails, on the ſame Side, and the Ma- 
ter and Fellows went to their proper Seats. 


Then the Biſhop ftood up, and turning to the Congregation, ſaid, 
E ARLY beloved in the Lord; foraſmuch as devout 

D and holy men, as well under the law, as under the 
goſpel, moved either by the ſecret inſpiration of the bleſſed 
Spirit, or by the expreſs command of God, or by their own 
reaſon 
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reaſon, and ſenſe of the natural decency of things, have 
erected houſes for the public worſhip of God, and ſepa- 
rated them from all profane and common uſes, in order to 
fill men's minds with greater reverence for his glorious Ma- 
jeſty, and affect their hearts with more devotion and hu- 
mility in his ſervice ; which pious works have been ap- 
proved and graciouſly accepted by our heavenly Father : let 
us not doubt, but he will alſo favourably approve our 
godly purpoſe of ſetting apart this place, in ſolemn man- 
ner, to the performance of the ſeveral offices of religious 
worſhip, and let us faithfully and devoutly beg his bleſſing 
on this our undertaking. 


Then the Biſhop, kneeling, ſaid the following Prayer. 


Eternal God, mighty in power, and of majeſty in- 
comprehenſible, whom the Heaven of heavens can- 

not contain, much leſs the walls of temples made with 
hands, and who yet haſt been graciouſly pleafed to promiſe 
thy eſpecial preſence in whatever place even two or three of 
thy faithful ſervants ſhall aſſemble in thy Name, to offer up 
their praiſes and ſupplications unto thee: vouchſafe, O 
Lord, to be preſent with us, who are here gathered toge- 
ther with all humility and readineſs of heart, to conſecrate 
this place to the honour of thy great Name: ſeparating it, 
from henceforth, from all unhallowed, ordinary, and com- 
mon uſes, and dedicating it to thy ſervice, for reading thy 
holy word, for celebrating thy holy ſacrament, for offering 
to thy glorious Majeſty the ſacrifices of prayer and thankſ- 
giving, and for bleſſing thy people in thy Name. Accept, 
O Lord, this ſervice at our hands, and bleſs it with ſuch 
ſuccels, 
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ſucceſs, as may tend moſt to thy glory, and the furtherance 
of our happincſs, both temporal and ſpiritual, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. AMEN. 


After this the Biſhop flood up, and turning his face toward 
the Congregation, ſaid, 

EGARD, O Lord, the ſupplications of thy ſervants, 

and grant, that whoſoever ſhall receive in this place 

the bleſſed ſacrament of the body and blood of Chriſt, may 
come to that holy ordinance with faith, charity, and true re- 
pentance, and being filled with thy grace and heavenly be- 
nediction, may to their great and endleſs comfort, obtain 


remiſſion of their fins, and all other benefits of his paſſion. 
AMEN. 


RANT, O Lord, that by thy holy word which ſhall 

be read and preached in this place, and by thy holy 

ſpirit grafting it inwardly in the heart, the hearers thereof 
may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, 
and may have power and ſtrength to fulfil the ſame, AMEN. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, bleſſed Lord, that whoſo- 

ever ſhall draw near unto thee in this place, to give 
thee thanks for the benefits which they have received at thy 
hands, to ſet forth thy moſt worthy praiſe, to confeſs their 
ſins unto thee, and to aſk ſuch things as are requiſite and 
neceſſary, as well for the body as the ſoul, may do it with 
ſuch ſtedfaſtneſs of faith, and ſuch ſeriouſneſs, affection, 
and devotion of mind, that thou mayeſt accept their 
bounden duty and ſervice, and vouchſafe to give whatever 
in thy infinite wiſdom thou ſhalt ſee to be moſt expedient 


for 


F IR 1 
4 for them: all which we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, our 
6 bleſſed Lord and Saviour. AMEN. 


God, who haſt taught us in thy holy word, that there 
is a difference between the ſpirit of a beaſt that goeth 
downwards to the earth, and the ſpirit of a man which 
aſcendeth up to God who gave it; and likewiſe by the ex- | 
ample of thy holy ſervants, in all ages, haſt taught us to 
aſſign peculiar places where the bodies of thy ſaints may 
reſt in peace, and be preſerved from all indignities, whilſt 
their ſouls are ſafely kept in the hands of their faithful Re- 
deemer : accept, we beſeech thee, this charitable work of 
ours, in ſeparating this place to that good purpoſe ; and 
give us grace that by the frequent inſtances of mortality 
which we behold, we may learn and ſeriouſly conſider how 
frail and uncertain our condition here on earth is, and fo 
number our days, as to apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 
That in the midſt of life thinking upon death, and daily 
preparing ourſelves for the judgment that is to follow, we 
may have our part in the reſurrection to cternal life, with 
him who died for our fins, and roſe again for our juſtifica- 
tion, and now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt, one God, world without end. AMEN. 


Then the Biſhop fitting in his Chair: 


The Sentence of Conſecration was read by the Chancellor, and 


 figned by the Biſhop, and by him ordered to be e and then 


laid upon the Communion- Table. 


After this, the Perſon appointed read the Service for the Day, 
except where it is otherwiſe directed. 


Proper Pſalms, LXXXIV, CXXII, CXXXII. 
C 
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Firſt Leſſon, 1 Kings viii. from Verſe 22d incluſive to 
Verſe 62. | 


Second Leſſon, Hebrews x. from Verſe igth inclufive, to 
Verſe 26th, | 


After the Collect for the Day, the Miniſter ꝛwho read the Ser- 
vice flopt till the Biſhop had ſaid the following Prayer. 
Moſt bleſſed Saviour, who by thy gracious preſence 
at the feaſt of dedication, didſt approve and honour 
ſuch religious ſervices as this which we are now performing 
unto thee ; be preſent at this time with us alſo, by thy holy 
Spirit: and becauſe holineſs becometh thine houſe for ever, 
ſanctify us, we pray thee, that we may be living temples, 
holy and acceptable unto thee; and ſo dwell in our hearts 
by faith, and poſſeſs our ſouls by thy grace, that nothing 
which defileth may enter into us; but that being cleanſed 
from all carnal and corrupt affections, we may ever be de- 
voutly given to ſerve thee in all good works, who art our 
Saviour, Lord, and God, bleſſed for evermore. AMEN. 


Then the Miniſter proceeded in the Service of the Day to the 
end of the general Thankſgiving, after which the Biſhop ſaid 
the following Prayer. 

Almighty God, who dwelleſt not in temples made 
with hands, and yet haſt always vouchſafed to accept 
of the devout affections of thy poor creatures in erecting 
and ſeparating ſpecial places for divine offices, and there 
haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to grant their requeſts : we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee to accept our this day's duty and ſer- 
vice of dedicating this Chapel to thy great and dreadful 
Name. Be thou always preſent in the aſſemblies of thy 
faith- 


1 


faithful ſervants, who ſhall meet together in this ſacred 
place, to worſhip thee, and to beg thy bleſſing. Bleſs. 
them, O Lord, with the abundance of thy grace. Fulfil 
all their petitions which they make unto thee, according 
to thy will, eſpecially their prayers for thy holy Spirit, to 
fill them with the knowledge of thy will in all wiſdom and 
ſpiritual underſtanding; that they may walk worthy of thee 
unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and 
increaſing in the knowledge of thee our God, through Je- 
ſas Chriſt our only Mediator and Advocate. AMEN. 


Then the Miniſter who officiated, went on with the Prayer of 
Saint Chryſoſtom, and the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chri/t. 


COMMUNION SERVICE. 


The Biſhop ſtanding on the North-ſide of the Communion- Table 
as before, read the Communion Service. 


After the Collect for the King, he ſaid the following Prayer. 


Moſt glorious Lord God, we acknowledge that we are 

not worthy to offer unto thee any thing belonging 
to us; yet we beſeech thee, in thy great goodneſs, graci- 
ouſly to accept the dedication of this place to thy ſervice, 
and to proſper this our undertaking. Receive the prayers 
and interceſſions of us, and all other thy ſervants, who ei- 
ther now or hereafter entering into this houſe, ſhall call 
upon thee ; and give both them and us grace to prepare 
our hearts to ſerve thee with reverence and godly fear. Af. 
fect us with an awful apprehenſion of thy divine Majeſty, 
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and a deep ſenſe of our own unworthineſs ; that ſo ap- 
proaching thy ſanctuary with lowlineſs and devotion, and 
coming before thee with clean thoughts and pure hearts, 
with bodies undefiled, and minds ſanctified, we may al- 
ways perform a ſervice acceptable to thee, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. AMEN. 


The two Chaplains read, one the Epiſile, the other the Goſpel. 


The Epiſtle, 2 Cor. vi. Verſe 14. incluſive, to Verſe 18. in- 
cluſive. 


The Goſpel, St. John, Chap. ii. Verſe 13. to Verſe 17. incluſive. 
Then the Biſhop read the Nicene Creed; after which 


THe SERM O N. 
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The Sermon being ended, and all who did not receive the holy 
Communion retired, and the Doors ſhut, the Biſhop proceeded in 
the Communion Service. 


After the Communion, and immediately before the final Bleſſing, 
the Biſhop ſaid the following Prayer. 

E bleſs thy great and glorious Name, O Lord our 
God, that 1t pleaſeth thee to have thy habitation 
among men, and to dwell in the aſſemblies of the righte- 
ous. And bleſſed be thy Name, that thou haſt raiſed up 
ſuch Benefactors to this College, as have enabled them to 
build this houſe, wherein we are now aſſembled, to thy 
praiſe and glory. Good Lord, {ſtill bleſs them, and proſ- 
per the work of their hands upon them; Lord, proſper 
thou their handy work. Let all uſeful learning, true reli- 

gion, 
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gion, and unfeigned piety, always flouriſh in this ſociety; 
that from thence may proceed many able perſons fit to ſerve 
thee both in church and ſtate. And for that end, incline 
them duly to reſort to this thy houſe, to beg thy bleſſing 
upon their ſtudies, and to recommend themſelves unto thy 
grace and favour, through Jeſus Chriſt our only Lord and 
Saviour. AMEN. 


HE peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
| keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: and 
the bleſſing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and remain with you 
always. AMEN. 


N. B. This Form is taken from one recommended by the Convo- 
cation 1712, with the addition of two Prayers from that 


uſed by Biſhop Patrick at the Conſecration of Catherine Hall 
Chapel 1704. 
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